
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                           Planning Division 

STAFF REPORT 

Planning Commission Meeting:   April 26, 2021 

 

Application: FP21-0010: Olathe Downtown Library 

Location: NE corner of N. Chestnut St & E. Santa Fe Street 

Applicant: 
 

    Jeff Blakeman, City of Olathe 

Owner: 
 

    City of Olathe, Kansas 

Engineer:     Brad Sonner, Olsson & Associates 

Staff Contact:     Emily Carrillo, Senior Planner 

Site Area: 3.05 acres Proposed Use: Library/Office Building 

Lots: 1 Current Zoning: C-2 (Community Center) 

Tracts:  2 Plat: Original Town of Olathe 

 

1. Introduction: 

The following item is a request for a final plat the Olathe Downtown Library. This replat will 
establish lot lines, dedicate public easements, and vacate existing right-of-way. 

The applicant is replatting Lots 1-3 and 10-30 and vacating alleys within Lot 34 and right-of-
way for N. Water Street to allow for the construction of a 46,000 square foot civic library and 
office facility.  

The subject property was zoned C-2 (Community Center) in 1970 (Ord. 346-C) and was 
included in the Original Town of Olathe Plat in 1866. A corresponding application (RZ21-
0007) for rezoning and preliminary site development plans was recently recommended for 
approval by the Planning Commission and will be considered by City Council on their May 4 
agenda. 

2. Plat Review:  

a. Lots/Tracts -- The final plat includes 1 lot and 2 tracts on 3.05± acres intended for future 

development of a library/office facility and existing park space. Tracts A and B are 

proposed to be utilized as BMP areas and will be owned and maintained by the City of 

Olathe. 

b. Public Utilities -- The property is in the City of Olathe water and sewer service areas. 
Public Utility Easements (U/E) are being dedicated with this final plat.  

c. Streets/Right-of-Way -- No new right-of-way is being dedicated with this plat. The 
development will have roadway access from E. Santa Fe, N. Chestnut and E. Poplar 
streets. Existing alleys and right-of-way included in Lot 1 are being vacated with this plat 
consistent with UDO 18.40.190-D.1. 
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Subject property highlighted in blue. 

 

 

View looking east from N Chestnut and alley at Civic Center Park. 
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3. Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approval of FP21-0010 with the following stipulations: 

1. All new on-site wiring and cables must be placed underground.  

2. Exterior ground-mounted or building mounted equipment including but not limited 
to, mechanical equipment, utilities’ meter banks and coolers must be screened 
from public view with three (3) sided landscaping or an architectural treatment 
compatible with the building architecture. 
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